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the people with so great respect that they were
popularly known as Shaikhs.

We have probably written enough to show
that it is not impossible that Kabfr should have
been both a Muhammadan and a Sufi. The
picture of Kabir which forms the frontispiece
of this volume and which is more likely to have
been painted by a Hindu than by a Muhamma-
dan represents him as having Muhammadan
features, and his grave at Maghar has always
been in the keeping of Muhammadans. That
a Muhammadan should have been the Father
of Hindi literature may indeed be a cause of
surprise, but it must not be forgotten that Hin-
dus also have gained distinction as writers of
Persian poetry. Kabfr, moreover, was a man of
no ordinary ability and determination, and the
purpose of his life was to get his message ac-
cepted by those who were best reached through
the Hindi language.